


Trail Years: A History of the Appalachian Trail Conference, by Brian B. King (2003), and
(2) The Appalachian National Scenic Trail: A Time to Be Bold, by Charles H. W. Foster
(1987). The first document listed above is a publication of the Appalachian Trail
Conservancy intended to provide ATC members and other interested parties with a
summary account of the developmental history of the Trail. The second is an extensive
published account of the combined efforts of the National Park Service, the Appalachian
Trail Conservancy, states, other federal agencies, and many other private citizens and
public agencies to secure federal and state protection for the Appalachian National
Scenic Trail through passage of the National Trails System Act and public acquisition of a
corridor of land surrounding the Trail. A Historic Resource Study could build upon these
works and analyze the Trail’s developmental history and other themes and contexts
within the framework of Dr. Grumet’s Historic Contexts of the Appalachian Trail.

4. Archaeological Overview and Assessments and Similar Studies

An “archaeological overview and assessment” describes known and potential

archaeological resources for a park. Documentation of known and expected cultural

resource properties along the Appalachian Trail — at least to the extent that it is

available to the Appalachian Trail Park Office and Appalachian Trail Conservancy —is

fragmentary and incomplete. In fact, overview and assessment studies have been
completed for the Appalachian Trail in only two
states: Pennsylvania (1999) and Connecticut (2004).
[See Map II.H.1: Inventories of Cultural Resources
along the Appalachian National Scenic Trail.]

In many locations along the Trail, National Park
Service, U.S. Forest Service, and other Federal land
managers have conducted surveys on lands under
their jurisdiction to fulfill their responsibilities
under Section 106 of the National Historic
Preservation Act. Few, however, have had the
funding resources to conduct a more
comprehensive assessment of cultural resources on
their lands in accordance with Section 110 of the
Act. Several state agencies have conducted
extensive research, particularly in state historic
parks like Pine Grove Furnace State Park in
Pennsylvania and Gathland State Park in Maryland. Professional and amateur historians
and archaeologists also have conducted local or regional studies that contribute to the
overall knowledge of cultural resource along the Trail. In other areas, however, little or
no data exists. The following state-by-state narrative summarizes information that is
currently available to the Appalachian Trail Park Office and Appalachian Trail
Conservancy:
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Maine: The Maine Appalachian Trail Club and the University of Maine conducted a
secondary-reference inventory of cultural resources in 1986. Although never finalized,
the draft inventory contains an extensive list of historically occupied sites and features
along the Trail in Maine.

New Hampshire: The White Mountain National Forest has an extensive record of
archaeological and historical research for lands under its administration. However, no
studies specific to Appalachian Trail lands administered by the Forest have been
conducted in New Hampshire.

Vermont: Surveys conducted by Green Mountain National Forest cultural resource
personnel indicate that low elevations, gaps, and saddles along the Trail route in
Vermont have the highest archeological potential. Some balds and mountain tops are
reported to have sacred or traditional significance to Native Americans. Plans are
currently being developed to interpret the archeological remains of the now abandoned
Aldrichville townsite. Forest Archeologist David Lacey has identified seven additional
cultural resource sites within the Appalachian Trail corridor on U.S. Forest Service lands
in Vermont. These include one extensive prehistoric quartzite quarry stretching along a
one kilometer stretch of the Trail, two quartzite flake scatters, a quartzite knife find
spot, several stone cairns, and three places regarded as traditional cultural properties by
Abenaki people. None of these locales have been subjected to intensive testing, and
none are presently known to possess diagnostic artifacts or organic remains associated
with human occupation.

Massachusetts: No comprehensive studies of cultural resources along the Appalachian
Trail lands have been conducted in Massachusetts. In 2005, the NPS Omsted Center for
Landscape Preservation began work on a methodology for conducting cultural
landscape inventories along the length of the Appalachian Trail. This methodology,
which is expected to be finished in 2009, will include a pilot study of the Appalachian
Trail in Massachusetts.

Connecticut: In 2004, the Connecticut State Archaeologist and a subcontractor
completed a comprehensive cultural resource overview and assessment project of the
52-mile section of the Appalachian Trail in Connecticut under a cooperative agreement
with the Appalachian Trail Conservancy. This survey, which took three years to
complete, identified 382 cultural resources along the Trail in that state and provided
detailed ASMIS information, GPS coordinates, and management recommendations for
all of the sites. This survey represents the most thorough assessment of cultural
resources on the Appalachian Trail to date.

New York: No comprehensive studies of Appalachian Trail lands have been conducted
in New York.

New Jersey: The Appalachian Trail Park Office and the Appalachian Trail Conservancy
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are exploring the potential for conducting a cultural resource inventory and overview
for Appalachian Trail lands in New Jersey. This study would use State Historic
Preservation Office files and other cultural resource management documentation to
build upon Ronald J. Dupont, Jrs.” Hiking With History: Heritage on the Appalachian Trail
in New Jersey (Dupont 1994), which documents and describes more than 20 culturally
important sites along the Trail in New Jersey.

Pennsylvania: A cultural landscape survey of Trail lands in the Cumberland Valley of
Pennsylvania completed in 1998 documented a number of point features, such as stone
wall steps, ponds, buildings, garden sites, a cemetery, and a large “resting tree”
preserved to shade farmers while working; cluster features, such as farmsteads, farm
fields, pastures, stone wall intersections, and hedgerow intersections; and linear
features, such as stone walls, hedgerows, fence lines, abandoned farm roads, roads, and
bridges. This survey included the following nine individually named cultural resources:
Scott Farmstead, Bernhisel Bridge, Rutter House, White Oak Resting Tree, the US 11
Footbridge, Chambers Family Cemetery, Hertzler Farmstead, Boiling Springs Village, and
the Sunday Farmstead.

In 1999, the Department of Anthropology of the Pennsylvania State University
conducted a literature search of previously reported archeological resources along the
Trail corridor in Pennsylvania under a cooperative agreement with the Appalachian Trail
Park Office and Appalachian Trail Conservancy. The study identified 55 cultural resource
sites or features, including one frontier fort (Fort Dietrich Snyder), four iron furnaces,
numerous charcoal hearths, and one coal mining estate (the Stony Creek Coal Estate,
also known as Saint Anthony’s Wilderness, a broad area between the Susquehanna and
Schuylkill rivers encompassing Rausch Gap and Yellow Springs). Researchers further
identified fourteen previously recorded prehistoric resources (none presently known to
contain diagnostic artifacts within intact features or deposits) and twenty-five areas
(most coinciding with road, canal, or rail alignments) possessing potential to contain
significant cultural resources. Additional field research by an extraordinary volunteer,
an intern, and a National Park Service archaeologist in 2001 and 2002 provided
additional documentation and field verification of the 55 sites identified in the report, as
well as preliminary data for an additional 21 sites.

Maryland: In 1998, the Appalachian Trail Park Office, the Appalachian Trail
Conservancy, the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club, and the Central Maryland Heritage
League entered into a Memorandum of Understanding to develop a long-term
management plan to survey and interpret the South Mountain Battlefield in Washington
and Frederick Counties, Maryland.

In 2004, Indiana University of Pennsylvania completed a detailed archaeological survey
and management plan for the Fox’s Gap site of the Battle of South Mountain under a
contract with the Appalachian Trail Conservancy, with additional guidance and direction
provided by the Appalachian Trail Park Office, the Maryland Department of Natural
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Resources, the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club, and the Central Maryland Heritage
League.

Portions of the B & O Railroad Potomac River Crossing and the Harper’s Ferry Historic
District in Maryland and the Washington Monument, the first memorial to the nation’s
first president, are currently the only properties on the Appalachian Trail in Maryland
listed in the National Register of Historic Places. Studies are currently underway to
determine the potential eligibility of South Mountain battle sites at Crampton Gap, Fox’s
Gap, and Turner’s Gap for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.

West Virginia: No comprehensive studies of Appalachian Trail lands have been
conducted in West Virginia. Harpers Ferry National Historical Park has an extensive
cultural resource management program. Forty years of archaeology in the Park have
generated more than 50 reports and 500,000 objects. The Park’s List of Classified
Structures, updated in 1991, contains 157 structures. Two landscape plans were
prepared between 1990 and 1992.

Virginia: In northern Virginia, Shenandoah National Park’s List of Classified Structures
lists twenty-eight properties, broken down into five property types, within Appalachian
Trail corridor lands in park boundaries. Built or modified for park use by the Civilian
Conservation Corps during the 1930s, these properties include the Appalachian Trail
itself, fourteen cabins and shelters (including one National Register property), three
stone walls, five fire pits and hearths, and five springs and springhouses.

George Washington and Jefferson National Forests archeologist Mike Barber reported in
2002 that 25 archeological sites had been identified within the Appalachian Trail
corridor on U.S. Forest Service lands in Virginia. Two of these sites preserve remains of
historic farmsteads. Diagnostic artifacts associated with particular time periods in
prehistory have been recovered at six locales; scattered stone chips identified as debris
left over from quarrying, tool manufacture, or resharpening activities, have been
primarily found on the surface of the remaining 17 sites. In 2001, Forest Service staff
assisted the Appalachian Trail Park Office in recording and stabilizing the Catawba Crest
Archaeological Site.

Also in Virginia, the Blue Ridge Parkway maintains several historic structures within the
immediate vicinity of the Appalachian Trail near Humpback Rocks, as well as extensive
records of archaeological sites in the vicinity of the Trail.

Tennessee: No data are currently available for Tennessee.

North Carolina: The National Forests of North Carolina have surveyed only a small
fraction of the 230 miles of Appalachian Trail under U.S. Forest Service jurisdiction.
Archaeologist Rodney Snedecker reported identification of 46 prehistoric sites, 7 historic
archeological sites, and 3 historic Trails (the Over Mountain Victory, Trail of Tears, and
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Bartram Trails). He further reported that some sites have only surface components;
others have subsurface and intact deposits and features. An unspecified number of
cultural resources possessing intact subsurface deposits have been determined eligible
for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. Several sacred sites and traditional
gathering areas, and other traditional cultural properties are also reported on U.S.
Forest Service Trail lands in North Carolina (Rodney Snedecker 2002: personal
communication).

Georgia: No comprehensive studies of Appalachian Trail lands have been conducted in
Georgia.

5. Cultural Landscape Surveys

The “cultural landscape inventory” (CLI) is a computerized inventory of all cultural
landscapes in which the National Park Service has or plans to acquire a legal interest. Its
purpose is to identify cultural landscapes within the National Park System and provide
information on their location, historical development, features, and management. To
date, no cultural landscape surveys have been conducted specifically for the
Appalachian National Scenic Trail. Both Shenandoah National Park and the Delaware
Water Gap National Recreation Area have completed cultural resource inventories that
include portions of the Appalachian Trail.

However, the NPS Omsted Center for Cultural Landscapes is working closely with the
Appalachian Trail Park Office and the Appalachian Trail Conservancy to develop a
methodology for conducting cultural landscape inventories on the Appalachian Trail. A
draft report was completed in 2006. In 2006, the Omsted Center contracted with the
State University of New York at Syracuse to sponsor a field school and complete a CLI of
the Appalachian Trail in Shenandoah National Park. This results of this inventory will be
used to fine-tune the draft report. A final report is expected to be released in 2009.

6. List of Classified Structures

The “list of classified structures” (LCS) is a computerized inventory of all historic and
prehistoric structures of historical, architectural, or engineering significance in which the
National Park Service has or plans to acquire a legal interest. List of classified structures
inventories are only just beginning along the Appalachian Trail. A review of an informal
research project conducted by a volunteer and the data contained in the NPS Facility
Management System (FMSS) indicates that at least 20 of the 95 Appalachian Trail
shelters originally constructed by the Civilian Conservation Corps (the CCC) are still in
existence. One of these shelters, the Rocky Run Shelter, is currently being renovated by
the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club, with a grant provided by Preservation Maryland
and technical assistance from the Maryland Department of Natural Resources, the
Appalachian Trail Conservancy, the Appalachian Trail Park Office, and the NPS
Preservation Center in Frederick, Maryland. More than a dozen other shelters
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constructed by Trail clubs (including the huts constructed by the Appalachian Mountain
Club in the White Mountains) and other organizations (such as the Works Progress
Administration) are believed to be historically significant. Most of the remaining
shelters along the Trail have been constructed since the 1960s.

Although a substantial number of structures were acquired as part of the Appalachian
Trail protection program, the vast majority of these structures have been tract homes,
sheds, outbuildings, and garages. Most of these “incidentally acquired” structures have
been demolished or are slated to be demolished. In each case, Appalachian Trail Park
Office personnel have consulted or are consulting with the state historic preservation
officer to determine that the facilities slated for demolition do not have historical
significance.

Only three structures among these incidentally acquired structures — the Prospect
Mountain Ski Tow Cabin in Vermont, the Boiling Springs regional office in Pennsylvania,
and the Kegley Farmhouse in southwest Virginia — have been identified as eligible for
the National Register of Historic Places. All three have been retained. The Green
Mountain Club, with assistance from the Appalachian Trail Conservancy, the Green
Mountain National Forest, the Marsh-Billings National Historical Park, and the
Appalachian Trail Park Office have stabilized and are restoring the Prosper Mountain Ski
Tow Cabin. The Boiling Springs regional office has been restored and is utilized by the
Appalachian Trail Conservancy as a regional office and visitor center. Necessary actions
have been taken to stabilize and prevent vandalism at the Kegley farmhouse. A fourth
National Register property, the April Hill Farm (also known as the Westover-Bacon-Potts
Farm) in Massachusetts, is owned and maintained by the Appalachian Trail Conservancy

The Delaware Water Gap National Recreation Area currently lists Pennsylvania and New
Jersey sections of the Appalachian Trail on its LCS inventory.

The following properties within Shenandoah National Park were built or modified for
use as part of the Appalachian Trail by the Civilian Conservation Corps during the 1930s
and are listed in the park’s LCS (Stephen Clark 2001:personal communication):

Cabins and Shelters
Pinefield Hut
Black Rock Hut
Pass Mountain Shelter
Gravel Springs Hut
Hightop Hut
South River Maintenance Hut
Rock Spring Hut
Bearfence Hut

Trails
Appalachian Trail
Stone Walls & Retaining Walls
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Harpers Ferry National Historical Park, the C&O Canal National Historical Park, the Blue
Ridge Parkway, and Great Smoky Mountains National Park may also have properties
associated with the Appalachian Trail in their LCS inventories.

7. National Catalog of Museum Objects

The National Catalog lists all cultural objects that meet the criteria for museum objects
in the National Park System. No catalog of museum objects has been developed for the
Appalachian Trail.

8. Ethnographic Overview and Assessment

An ethnographic overview and assessment describes accessible archival and
documentary data on park ethnographic resources and groups who traditionally define
features within the park as significant to their ethnic heritage. No ethnographic
overview and assessments have been prepared for the Appalachian Trail.

9. National Historic Landmarks and National Register Properties

The National Register of Historic Places is the nation’s official list of districts, sites,
buildings, structures, and objects that are significant in American history and culture.

Two sections of the Appalachian Trail itself have been determined to be eligible for the
National Register of Historic Places: (1) a section of the Trail in northern New Jersey,
where the Trail follows the New York-New Jersey state line; and (2) a section of the Trail
in the Delaware Water Gap National Recreation Area in eastern Pennsylvania and
northwestern New Jersey. Records of these determinations are available through the
Appalachian Trail Park Office. Both determinations were made as part of a Section 106
review of the potential effects of a proposed utility project. Other sections of the Trail
have not been evaluated. However, few sections of the Appalachian Trail are in their
original location. In fact, most sections of the current Trail footpath on Appalachian
Trail Park Office lands have been constructed in the last 20 years, subsequent to the
completion of the land protection program that permitted the Trail to be relocated off
public roads and back into a woodland environment.

Federal actions have resulted in the designation of the two National Historic Landmarks
on lands within the Appalachian National Scenic Trail corridor listed below:

Crane and Company Old Stone Mill Rag Room, Massachusetts
Palisades Interstate Park, New Jersey and New York (pending boundary re-study)

Nineteen National Register of Historic Places properties and districts have been listed by
Federal or State agencies on Appalachian Trail lands. Numerous others exist within one
mile of the Trail. [See Map II.F.2: National Register of Historic Places Properties along
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the Appalachian National Scenic Trail, Table II.F.1: National Register of Historic Places
Properties along the Appalachian National Scenic Trail, and Appendix D: National
Register of Historic Places Properties Within One Mile of the Appalachian National Scenic
Trail.] The properties and districts that Grumet considered to be part of the
Appalachian Trail are shown below in Table II.F.1:

Table Il.H.1: National Register Properties and Districts on the Appalachian Trail
(districts are italicized)

New Hampshire
Tip-Top House (1853)

Massachusetts
Mount Greylock Summit Historic District
Tyringham Shaker Settlement Historic District

Westover-Bacon-Potts Farm

Connecticut
Bull’s Bridge

Falls Village Historic District

New York
Bear Mountain Bridge & Toll House (1924)

New Jersey
High Breeze Farm

Pennsylvania

Boiling Springs Historic District
Carbon County Section of the Lehigh Canal
Waterville Bridge

Maryland
Washington Monument (1827; rebuilt 1934)
B & O Railroad Potomac River Crossing

West Virginia

Harpers Ferry Historic District
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Virginia
Burke’s Garden Rural Historic District

Skyline Drive Historic District

George T. Corbin Cabin and Stone Wall
Big Meadows Site

Georgia
Blood Mountain Shelter
Walasi-Yi Inn

The New Jersey Historic Preservation Office has determined that the following two
properties within the Appalachian National Scenic Trail corridor in New Jersey are
eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places:

Ring Quarry Prehistoric Archeological District
Delaware Water Gap National Recreation Area Section of the Appalachian Trail:

Potentially Contributing Resources: Grumet (2002) compiled a list of potential
Contributing Resources (cultural resources that may be associated with National
Register Properties) from literature sources, which include:

Herb Hiller Plaque

Kaiser Road

AMC Mohican Outdoor Center

Mohican Camp Road

Catfish Fire Tower (1922)

Millbrook-Blairstown Road

B-17 Crash Site (1944)

Housing Development Ruins

Blue Mountain Lakes Road (Flatbrookville
Road)

Harding Lake Rockshelter

Rattlesnake Mountain Viewpoint

Bird Mountain Viewpoint

Brink Road Shelter (1970)

Brink Road

US 206/Worthington Bakery

Upper North Shore Road/Rt 636

Sunrise Mountain Road

Culver Fire Tower (1934)

Gren Anderson Shelter (1958)

Sunrise Mountain Pavilion (1937)
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Sunrise Mountain Road
Crigger Road
Swenson Wood Road
Mashipicong Shelter (1936)
Deckertown Turnpike
Lake Rutherford
NJ 23
Rutherford Shelter (1967)
High Point Inn
Kuser Family Mansion/
High Point State Park Headquarters
High Point Monument (1930)
High Point Shelter (1936)

Other Potentially Historic Properties: In 2002, NPS cultural resource specialist Dr.
Robert Grumet listed more than 1,290 individually named components of the
Appalachian Trail’s current built environment, using the most recent editions of
Appalachian Trail guidebooks. These properties include shelters, viewpoints, improved
roads, bridges, impoundments, buildings, monuments, towers, and railroad grades. At
present, none of these features have been evaluated for their potential cultural
significance. Resources already mentioned in this report, such as Trails, campsites, Trail
heads, parking areas, and unnamed roads, rail grades, fences, walls, quarries, kilns,
springs, and other features, are not included in these lists.

10. Section 106 Compliance

The Appalachian National Scenic Trail has worked with cultural resource specialists on
staff at the NPS Northeast Regional Office, the Valley Forge Center for Cultural
Resources, and Harpers Ferry National Historic Park to conduct Section 106 compliance
actions. These undertakings include proposals by utility companies and transportation
departments for pipelines, powerlines, road constructions, communication towers, and
other utilities. Some of these undertakings, such as the Iroquois Pipeline, have been
substantial. Section 106 compliance also is conducted for Trail management actions
proposed by the Appalachian Trail Conservancy and Appalachian Trail-maintaining clubs,
including parking areas, Trail relocations, shelters, footbridges, and Trailheads. Thus far,
these have been small-scale developments, affecting fewer than 20 acres of
Appalachian Trail lands during the past ten years.
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