


MAY–JUNE 20022



APPALACHIAN TRAILWAY NEWS 3

MAY–JUNE 2002

ATN
APPALACHIAN TRAILWAY NEWS

ON THE COVER

Spence Field in the Great Smoky Mountains

National Park (photo by Laurie Potteiger).

Inside: Fog at Bearwallow Gap along the Blue

Ridge Parkway in central Virginia (photo by

Merlin Detardos).

V I E W P O I N T S

SHELTER REGISTER ♦  LETTERS 4

OVERLOOK ♦  BRIAN T. FITZGERALD

AND DAVE STARTZELL 5

REFLECTIONS: FLIP-FLOPPING 22

BOOKS 28

MINISTRY OF FUNNY WALKS

♦  FELIX J. MCGILICUDDY 31

W H I T E  B L A Z E S

PAPER TRAIL ♦  NEWS FROM HARPERS FERRY 8

SIDEHILL ♦  NEWS FROM CLUBS AND

GOVERNMENT AGENCIES 10

TREELINE ♦  NEWS FROM ALONG

THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL 11

B L U E  B L A Z E S

HEAD AND HEART ♦  THE THRU-HIKING

PAPERS, PART 1 ♦  JIM OWEN 18

T R E A D W A Y

MEMORIAL GIFTS 24

TRAIL GIVING 25

NOTABLE GIFTS 29

PUBLIC NOTICES 30



MAY–JUNE 20024

SHELTER REGISTER

Letters from our readers

Appalachian Trailway
News

VOLUME 63, NUMBER 2 • MAY–JUNE 2002

Appalachian Trailway News is published by the Appalachian
Trail Conference, a nonprofit educational organization represent-
ing the citizen interest in the Appalachian Trail and dedicated to
the preservation, maintenance, and enjoyment of the Appalachian
trailway. Since 1925, the Appalachian Trail Conference and its
member clubs have conceived, built, and maintained the Appala-
chian Trail in cooperation with federal and state agencies. The
Conference also publishes guidebooks and other educational lit-
erature about the Trail, the trailway, and its facilities. Annual indi-
vidual membership in the Appalachian Trail Conference is $30;
life membership, $600; corporate membership, $500 minimum
annual contribution.

Volunteer and freelance contributions are welcome. Please include
a stamped, self-addressed envelope with your submission.

Observations, conclusions, opinions, and product endorsements
expressed in Appalachian Trailway News are those of the authors
and do not necessarily reflect those of members of the board or
staff of the Appalachian Trail Conference.

DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS

Brian B. King

EDITOR

Robert A. Rubin

BOARD OF MANAGERS

Chair
Brian T. Fitzgerald

Vice Chairs
Carl C. Demrow   Thyra C. Sperry

Marianne J. Skeen

Treasurer
Kennard R. Honick

Secretary
Parthena M. Martin

Assistant Secretary
Arthur P. Foley

New England Region
Pamela Ahlen   Stephen L. Crowe

Thomas O. Lewis   Andrew L. Petersen
Dennis Regan   Ann H. Sherwood

Mid-Atlantic Region
Walter E. Daniels   Charles A. Graf

Sandra Marra   Eric C. Olson
Glenn Scherer   William Steinmetz

Southern Region
Bob Almand   Phyllis Henry

Robert P. Kyle
William S. Rogers   James M. Whitney, Jr.

Steven A. Wilson

Members at Large
Paul Burkholder   Al Sochard

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

David N. Startzell

World Wide Web: www.appalachiantrail.org

Appalachian Trailway News (ISSN 0003-6641) is published
bimonthly, except for January/February, for $15 a year by
the Appalachian Trail Conference, 799 Washington Street,
Harpers Ferry, WV 25425, (304) 535-6331. Bulk-rate postage
paid at Harpers Ferry, WV, and other offices. Postmaster: Send
change-of-address Form 3597 to Appalachian Trailway News,
P.O. Box 807, Harpers Ferry, WV 25425.

Copyright © 2002, The Appalachian Trail Conference. All
rights reserved.

Letters
Appalachian Trailway News
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Tilting at windmills

How ironic that, in the very same issue
of Appalachian Trailway News, we

find one article bewailing the effects of
global warming and another voicing
nearly unanimous ATC opposition to a
wind-farm project in Maine.

As one of those parched 1999 hikers
who “walked in hundred-degree heat
from dry well to dry spring to dry stream,”
I would agree with the article that global
warming is a major threat. And, in my
opinion, the biggest eyesore on the A.T.
is those miles upon miles of forests dev-
astated by the effects of acid rain. Yet here
we have wind power, a technology that
has the potential to alleviate both prob-
lems (and many others), but, instead of
backing it enthusiastically, as it should,
ATC has come out against it.

You cannot have it both ways. You
cannot in good conscience be in favor of
a technology in the abstract but oppose
it as soon as it materializes as a slight
inconvenience to yourself. The fact that
some Board members expressed “mixed
feelings” and others abstained excuses
nothing. This kind of wooly-minded,
“not-in-my-backyard” thinking makes
those who profess a concern for the envi-
ronment futile and ludicrous in the eyes
of the fossil-fuel people. No wonder we’re
not taken seriously.

Christopher Heap (“Frodo” of ’99)
Gloucester, Ontario

�

It is a sad day for the green when the
ATC favors burning coal in lieu of

some of the best sources of nonpollut-
ing power we have. Several rambles in
the U.K. and U.S.A. have taken me up
close to these wonderful machines,
slowly, quietly turning out clean power.
Give it a break: Maine might not buy the
power, but, if it is made elsewhere with
coal, Maine is downwind. It is a bad time
for Balkan thinking.

George Haus
Lenox, Massachusetts

�

It seems there are two competing in-
terests: the desire to protect the A.T.

viewshed versus the desire to develop
renewable sources of energy. ATC has
been fighting suburban sprawl and
other encroachments for years, and I
have contributed to various campaigns
by the ATC and the NY–NJ Trail Con-
ference to accomplish that. Those
projects would have benefited a few at
the expense of many. But, alternative
energy sources are something that ben-
efits us all. We need to be thinking
from a global perspective. Wind energy
reduces our dependence on fossil fuels,
thus reducing air pollution. How much
would air pollution from a coal-fired
power plant located fifty to a hundred
miles to the west affect the viewshed
of the A.T.?

I find it startling to read in the same
issue that the ATC Board needed to re-
duce the 2002 operating budget by
$500,000 because of reduced revenue and
that, by opposing the wind farm, the ATC
“could be looking at fairly significant
outlays—not only in terms of time, but
in dollars, too.” I believe that ATC’s Board
of Managers acted with a “NIMBY”
mindset in its 18-1 vote to oppose the
wind farm. Who was the lone dissenter?
He or she showed great courage.

Paul Campbell
New York, New York
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T
wo recent and unrelated discussions among Trail managers have high-
lighted a basic conundrum for Appalachian Trail managers: How do we
meet the expectations of increasing numbers of hikers without altering
the Trail’s fundamental character?

First, some background. In 1981, the National Park Service and USDA
Forest Service approved the “Appalachian Trail Comprehensive Plan.” The plan
(required by Congress) provides a framework for Trail management that includes
the following statement of philosophy: “Hikers along the Appalachian Trail must
be responsible for their own safety and comfort.”

The plan goes on to say, “Trail design, construction, and maintenance should
reflect a concern for safety without detracting from the opportunity for hikers to
experience the wild and scenic lands by their own unaided efforts and without
sacrificing aspects of the Trail that may challenge their skill and stamina. At-
tempts to provide for the unprepared lead to a progressive diminution of the expe-
rience available to others.”

The first discussion came up in November, when, following a year of consider-
ing the impact of long-standing agency regulations that prohibit advertising in
the Trail corridor, the Board of Managers adopted a policy that supports the regu-
lations. When this policy is implemented at the local level, information on busi-

nesses that provide hiker services outside
of the Trail corridor will be provided
through publications and Web sites and
passed from hiker to hiker in shelter reg-

isters and by word-of-mouth. The debate on this question focused on the conflict-
ing goals of keeping the corridor as free as possible from commercialism while
providing as much information as possible to hikers.

The second discussion came up more recently, when ATC, Trail-maintaining
clubs, and agency partners started planning for what is predicted to be an ex-
tremely dry summer. We are already advising hikers that water sources could dry
up and that it may be necessary to carry extra water. Plans for special Trailhead
signs addressing water shortages and fire danger are in the works.

Both of those issues touch on the question of how much the Conference and
the Trail-maintaining clubs should do to assist hikers. Or, more to the point, at
what point do we change the experience of hiking the A.T. by providing informa-
tion or services to hikers? Would signs at Trailheads that point to hostels and
restaurants in nearby towns be helpful to some but remind others of rest areas
along interstate highways? Should hikers expect Trail clubs to monitor water
sources during a drought and post information on their condition at Trailheads?
Should Trail managers maintain water tanks at road crossings to ensure that hik-
ers have drinking water during a drought?

In general, ATC has followed the dictates of the comprehensive plan and tried
to maintain the primitive character of the Trail while giving hikers the opportu-
nity to be self-reliant. To be sure, though, we work with the clubs to clear and
blaze the Trail, post signs, build and maintain shelters, and provide hikers with a
wide array of information. All of these actions diminish, to some extent, the op-
portunity for hikers to experience the Trail “by their own unaided efforts.” So,
the conundrum remains—the challenge for Trail managers is to know where to
draw the line. We welcome your thoughts on where that line should be.

Overlook
Brian T. Fitzgerald and Dave Startzell

Brian T. Fitzgerald is chair of ATC; Dave Startzell is executive director.

Unaided efforts?

�

I read with dismay of the Board of Man-
agers’ 18-1 decision to oppose the de-

velopment of a wind farm near the Trail
in Maine. My dismay turned into stunned
disbelief and outrage when I read Glenn
Scherer’s article on global warming seven
pages farther on. How can you dare to
preach to us about buying compact fluo-
rescent bulbs when you are trying to
block a project that could prevent the
emissions of hundreds of tons of green-
house gasses? What difference does it
make if the electricity generated is “of
no benefit to Maine?” Do you think that
the smog from fossil-fuel power plants
will stop at Maine’s borders?

The ATC’s opposition to this project
is short-sighted and hypocritical. I hope
that Glenn Scherer was the Board mem-
ber who cast the one dissenting vote in
this decision. If not, he needs to get down
off his soapbox.

Timothy Edwards
Lexington, Kentucky

�

Far from spoiling a view, wind towers
could provide exciting visual evidence

that people are finding ways to produce
energy with minimal environmental
damage. Insofar as the Trail gives an im-
age of pristine wilderness, untouched by
human intervention, it’s a mirage, weav-
ing, as the real Trail does, through one of
the most densely populated corridors of
the country. Haze and the effects of acid
rain give telling evidence of the perils of
current methods of energy production.
Better there should be towers giving evi-
dence of clean alternatives. I don’t under-
stand how an organization that speaks of
supporting wilderness for future genera-
tions can take a selfish “not in my play-
ground” approach to a development that
supports those goals.

Mary Morris Heiberger
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
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Shelter

�

I live in Montana and have been fortu-
nate to have hiked approximately 750
miles of your wonderful A.T. Many places
in the West (and I hope a lot more), you
see wind farms. They are situated at the
passes, ridgelines, and summits (above
treeline), and, yes, they are visible. They
do not bother me, as I’d rather see them
supplying cheap, renewable, and nonpol-
luting power than the coal-fired, nuclear,
and other polluting sources of power. It
is our choice. Let us make the right one.

Tom Hanou
Lolo, Montana

�

Iam a life member of the ATC, and I
disagree with the ATC’s decision to op-

pose the Endless Energy Co. wind-farm
proposal.

I walked up logging roads and through
clearcuts while climbing Redington and
its neighbors, and I would guess that the
view you published was from the shoul-
der of Sugarloaf, which is already graced
with a ski area. If I recall correctly, that
is one of the few places between Saddle-
back (with its own ski area) and the
Bigelows (which overlook Flagstaff Lake,
a hydropower reservoir) where Redington
and Black Nubble are actually visible
from the A.T.

After years of watching hiking enthu-
siasts drive inefficient vehicles unneces-
sary miles while complaining about de-
teriorating visibility and acid-rain dam-
age, this is the last straw. I intend to with-
hold all donations to the ATC as long as
there is any chance they will be applied
toward opposing the project.

James Van Bokkelen
South Hampton, New Hampshire

�

The energy debate that is going on in
the U.S. Senate right now gives testa-

ment to the importance of projects like
this one in our own backyard. How can
one oppose relatively benign energy pro-
duction in Maine and at the same time
oppose oil exploration in a national wild-
life refuge in Alaska? If we cannot aug-

ment our power supply with renewable
energies, we will be forced to exploit our
most precious areas for resources using
methods that can devastate them.

Joseph P. Derrick
Wakefield, Rhode Island

�

Iwould much rather see windmills than
billowing smokestacks, which is what

you will get if you deny environmentally
friendly wind power. It is especially ironic
that in this same ATN issue there is a
concern expressed on the adverse effects
of global warning. By begrudging wind-
mills, the alternative substitute energy
sources will surely hasten global warm-
ing! Does the left hand know what the
right hand is doing?

Dennis R. Morgan
Morristown, New Jersey

EDITOR’S NOTE: ATC opposes the Red-
ington wind tower project just as it has
opposed telecommunications towers,
power transmission lines, pipelines, quar-
ries, and other major industrial facilities
that threaten the Trail’s scenic values.
Preserving those values is part of our
charter, even where it puts us in conflict
with other worthy causes. Although, for
the most part, wind energy benefits the
environment and, by extension, the Trail,
this particular project comes at too high
a cost. The more we learn about it, the
worse it sounds.

• The towers are hardly cute little pin-
wheels in someone’s yard. They are ma-
jor industrial fixtures that will loom in
plain view of the Trail for many miles
and remain visible for an average of four
days of hiking. Instead of largely un-
spoiled mountain scenery, hikers will
look out on a complex of about twelve
miles of new or improved roads and
about ten miles of new power lines.
Building the towers requires pouring con-
crete foundations and clear-cutting
ridgetops—all this in fragile habitats at
elevations up to 4,000 feet. Worst of all,
the towers themselves are massive—
equivalent in height to a forty-story
building; at 400 feet from base to tip,

each is half as tall as Boston’s John
Hancock Tower. They will be among the
tallest structures in the state of Maine,
and there will be nineteen of them. Dur-
ing the daytime, the landscape will seem
to crawl as they turn. At night, their pow-
erful white strobe lights will flash like
lightning along the ridges, outshining any
star and banishing the sense of remote-
ness for hikers who seek it.

• The Northern Forest Alliance con-
siders this area one of the most promis-
ing in the state for additional land-con-
servation efforts to protect remote moun-
tainous habitats and primitive recreation
opportunities. ATC has been at the heart
of this project, by buying nearby Mt.
Abraham for the state. The Redington
wind farm would put an industrial power
plant right in the middle of the area tar-
geted for conservation.

• The energy from the towers will not
replace that from “dirty” power genera-
tion plants—in fact, it won’t displace a
single midwestern coal-fired plant. Coal-
fired plants are cheap to run and thus are
the last to be shut down. Any energy that
the wind farm’s small output replaces
would be from more costly plants that
burn natural gas, biomass, and other
sources of relatively clean energy.

• Finally, it’s a far-reaching precedent.
If we were to support the Redington and
Black Nubble project, we would be set-
ting the bar very low for future develop-
ment along ridgelines near the Trail.
Agreeing not to oppose this would tie our
hands in the future if we wanted to op-
pose development on any ridgeline
within five miles of the A.T.

No Tears for Tuvalu

In Glen Scherer’s article in the March–
April 2002 Appalachian Trailway New,

he reports that 11,000 Tuvaluans have
fled their homeland forever as their nine
coral atolls drowned. Are we utilizing
baldfaced lies now to get people excited
about global warming?

I did a little checking, and my World
Book 2002 Yearbook still lists Tuvalu as
a country of 11,000 people on nine is-
lands. The TV station there is still broad-
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casting Internet information. Jane’s site
on Oceania talks about some inundation
of some trees on the island but does not
mention any departure from the islands.
Weather information for the country is
still available, and I can call there for
thirty-seven cents a minute.

I bet, if I check, I will find that half
the ice in the Arctic has not melted, ei-
ther.

Van Irvin
Fountain, North Carolina

�

A s one who follows global climate-
change developments closely, I was

surprised to learn that global warming
had caused the waters of the Pacific
Ocean to rise, making Tuvalu’s 11,000
people flee their homelands forever. For-
tunately, that statement in the March–
April ATN is incorrect. Tuvalu is still
above water, and its 11,000 inhabitants
still have their homes.

What has happened is that, on March
6, Reuters reported that the prime min-
ister of Tuvalu, in response to forecasts
of sea-level rise for the next 100 years,
threatened to sue Australia and the
United  States in the International Court
of Justice for not ratifying the Kyoto Pro-
tocol. His claim is that global warming
would make his island nation uninhabit-
able, but this may not be justified.

The Intergovernmental Panel on Cli-
mate Change (IPCC) projects that, unless
greenhouse gas emissions are controlled,
sea level will rise between 9 and 88 cen-
timeters (4–35 inches) from 1990 to 2100.
By comparison, sea levels rose between
10 and 20 centimeters (4–8 inches) dur-
ing the 20th century. The higher end of
this range would be a serious threat to
Tuvalu and other low-lying parts of the
world, but the lower end would not. The
IPCC states that it cannot say whether
the higher or lower end of the range is
more probable.

Global climate change is a serious con-
cern, but environmentally conscious pub-
lications like ATN do their readers no
service by publishing unfounded scare
stories. They risk crying wolf one time

too many and losing credibility. I hope
your future articles on climate change
will be more careful about the facts.

Lenny Bernstein
Asheville, North Carolina

�

Glenn Scherer makes some good points
in his article about the impact of cli-

mate change on the Appalachian Trail,
but he propagates two serious errors that
undercut his message.

 Inhabitants of the south Pacific island
of Tuvalu have not abandoned their
home. Nor, as Scherer implies, is it un-
usual that “those trekking to the North
Pole last summer needed a boat, not a
dogsled.” His statement comes from an
August 19, 2000, article in the New York
Times, claiming that open water had been
spotted at the North Pole for the first time
in perhaps 50 million years. But, the
author’s claim that the pole’s open water
was unusual was erroneous, based only
on casual observations, and was retracted
soon after. Nonetheless, the claim has un-
fortunately made it into the public con-
sciousness. Scherer should not have re-
produced it.

 These are not minor points. Oppo-
nents of actions that would mitigate cli-
mate change are ready to seize on any
opportunity to discredit the environmen-
tal cause. Journalistic claims not based
on accuracy and science serve only to
strengthen their case and to effectively
drown out the serious concerns that are
posed by climate change.

David Appell
Gilford, New Hampshire

EDITOR’S NOTE: As pointed out in the let-
ters above, Glenn Scherer’s article was
factually incorrect regarding the status
of Tuvalu. The assertion was based on
widely reported but inaccurate news sto-
ries. The report of open water at the
North Pole was correct, but, as Mr. Appell
notes above, prompts disagreement
among scientists as to its connection
with global warming, and is not unprec-
edented. Mr. Scherer is a longtime  con-
tributor to ATN, and his previous articles

have been factual. This one should have
been checked more closely. We regret our
error.

Too hard?

As a long-time A.T. hiker, and more re-
cently a maintainer, I feel I have to re-

spond to Chris (Smokey) Lazzari’s letter
in the March/April issue. While I appre-
ciate his thanks for our work and his dedi-
cation to white-blazing, I take issue with
his premise that the Trail makes an “hon-
est” hike too hard for thru-hikers. The
A.T. was created primarily for local us-
age, be that from the nearest city or on a
regional basis. In the ’20s and ’30s, the
thought of walking all of it at in one sea-
son was probably foreign to most of the
A.T. pioneers. It is fine the way it is. Lo-
cal people can do a day-hike and get a real
workout, in addition to the forest experi-
ence. When you are on a local hike, those
“unscenic” knobs are often appreciated,
even if just for exercise or memories.
Those who are able to complete the Trail
in one season have made a significant
accomplishment (in large part because
the A.T. is not horizontal), but we should
not change its contours just to reduce the
number of blue-blazers.

Jim Hamblen
Gainesville, Georgia

�

I , too, was a “purist” on my 1992 thru-
hike. I am not a maintainer, but I highly

respect the work that they do. The
thought that these volunteers would pur-
posely throw obstacles in a hiker’s path
by choosing a more difficult route is ri-
diculous. My out-of-shape body was
transformed into a hiking machine by
each and every challenge I faced. The pay-
off at the top of a lung-busting ascent was
merely the satisfaction of the accomplish-
ment and not whether I could see any-
thing from the summit. I have been sur-
prised and somewhat saddened to see that
some believe that the actual number of
completed A.T. hikes is much lower due
to dishonesty in reporting completed

Continued on page 26



MAY–JUNE 20028

PAPER TRAIL

News from Harpers Ferry

Three years after the Appa-
lachian Trail Conference
(ATC) began its “Western

Maine High Mountains Pro-
ject” to conserve unspoiled
mountain lands adjacent to
the Trail near Saddleback
Mountain, ATC has turned
over to the state the first ma-
jor parcel of land for protec-
tion.

In April, the Conference
donated 4,033 acres of land on
Mount Abraham (known lo-

cally as “Mount Abram”) near
Kingfield to the Maine Depart-
ment of Conservation to be
permanently preserved as an
ecological reserve. The land
donation, valued at more than
$1.3 million, is part of the larg-
est land-acquisition project
ever undertaken by ATC.

ATC acquired 3,000 acres
of property on Mount Abra-
ham in 1999 when the land
became available and worked
in subsequent years to acquire

additional parcels. The A.T.
does not actually cross the
summit of Mt. Abraham but
runs close by as it traverses
surrounding peaks, including
Saddleback and Spaulding
mountains. Robert Williams,
director of ATC’s land trust
program, called Mount Abra-
ham “an absolute gem that
deserves the highest level of
protection possible.”

With a summit elevation
of 4,049 feet, Mt. Abraham is
one of only thirteen peaks in
Maine higher than 4,000 feet,
ten of which are already in
public ownership. The moun-
tain includes more than four
miles of above-treeline ridge-
line that encompasses an al-
pine plant community sur-
passed in size only by that of
Katahdin, in Baxter State Park
farther north. The lands do-
nated by ATC comprise the
eastern and southern portions
of the mountain and abut the
Appalachian Trail corridor.
The property includes most of
the Firewarden’s Trail, a popu-
lar hiking path leading up the
eastern side of the mountain,
crossing the summit and con-
necting a side trail off the Ap-
palachian Trail.

Before transferring the
land, ATC conveyed a conser-
vation easement on the prop-
erty to The Nature Conser-
vancy. The legal document
ensures that the land will for-
ever be managed as an ecologi-
cal reserve and includes re-
strictions that prohibit future
development and timber har-
vesting.

“Key sites across the five-
state Northern Forest can be
preserved as unmanaged sanc-
tuaries within our vast work-
ing forest,” said Kent Wom-
mack, executive director of
The Nature Conservancy in
Maine. “Holding this ease-
ment and contributing funds
to this important acquisition
are part of our goal of balanc-
ing ecological and economic
values across this region.”

Tom Morrison, director of
the Maine Bureau of Parks and
Lands (BPL), hailed the dona-
tion as “a spectacular addition
to the state’s ecological re-
serve system and an outstand-
ing recreational property.” In
1999, the Maine Legislature
established an ecological-
reserve program to preserve
representative examples of
Maine’s natural communities
as habitat for native plants
and animals and to provide op-
portunities for ecological re-
search.

In 2000, the bureau desig-
nated 69,994 acres of public
lands as ecological reserves.
The Mount Abraham acquisi-
tion is the first ecological re-
serve to be donated to the
state. Morrison commented
that the donated lands will be
managed by the bureau for
backcountry recreation, in-
cluding the maintenance of
existing campsites and trails.

The donated lands are part
of a larger conservation effort
on Mount Abraham. Last fall,
BPL acquired 1,026 acres on

ATC transfers Mt. Abraham property to Maine

Corridor Countdown

I t was the hope of Congress, the federal administration,
and the Trail community that the Appalachian Trail
could be pronounced “fully protected” by the end of

the century on December 31, 2000. Now, it appears that
the National Park Service portion of the protection pro-
gram could be completed in 2002 or 2003, with the Forest
Service finishing its portion in 2004. Footpath tracts are
completely acquired in four of the fourteen A.T. states, but
many acres of protective corridor remain privately held.
Here is where the federal and state agencies stood as of
March 2002 in terms of footpath miles (0.7 of one percent)
and adjoining acreage (4.1 percent) left to acquire:

States Map Miles Acres

Maine 1.4 242
New Hampshire 0.1 4
Vermont 0.0 42
Massachusetts 0.1 346
Connecticut 0.7 143
New York 0.1 279
New Jersey 0.0 112
Pennsylvania 2.8 207
Maryland 3.0 625
Virginia 4.5 2,360
West Virginia/Va. 0.0 0
N.C./Tennessee 3.0 2,935
Georgia 0.0  513

Total 15.7 7,808
Continued on page 24
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Paper Trail

A lingering fall and winter
drought  in the eastern
United States, followed

by below-average spring rains,
has left the A.T. corridor un-
usually dry in 2002. Hikers
may experience water short-
ages and increased fire danger,
Trail officials said.

According to the April 2
National Drought Summary
for the eastern United States,
conditions along the Trail
ranged from abnormally dry
and moderate drought in north
Georgia, to near normal con-
ditions in North Carolina and
Tennessee, to severe and ex-
treme drought from Virginia
north to Maine. The mid-At-
lantic states, in particular, face
below-normal rainfall for the
middle and late summer, ac-

cording to forecasts the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmo-
spheric Administration
(NOAA).

Tinder-dry conditions
along the Trail contributed to
two fires in late winter and
early spring:

In southwest Virginia, a
February leaf fire in the back-
yard of a house near the A.T.
in Damascus went out of con-
trol in dry and windy weather,
burning several acres of brush
and severely damaging the
trestle that carries the A.T.
and the Virginia Creeper Trail
into town. The Trail was re-
routed along city streets while
volunteers and federal land
managers assess the damage.

In New Jersey, the newly
constructed boardwalk across

Drought leaves Trail lands parched, tinder-dry
the Pochuck Swamp, sched-
uled to be opened to A.T. us-
ers later this year, sustained
minor damage when a grass
fire swept through the swamp
in early April. The cause of the
fire is unknown, and it was ex-
tinguished using helicopter
airdrops before it could de-
stroy the wooden boardwalk
or nearby homes.

The U.S. Seasonal Drought
Outlook released March 12 by
NOAA’s Climate Prediction
Center indicates moderate to
severe drought extending from
Georgia to Maine; its extended
forecast through June 2002
predicts “slow improvement
likely” for the East Coast, but
drought conditions will per-
sist. Below-normal precipita-
tion is expected from central

Virginia to Maine between
August and November.

ATC announced that hik-
ers should be aware that some
natural water sources noted
in guides and on maps may
be unreliable until underly-
ing groundwater conditions
improve—even historically
strong springs have been re-
ported dry in the mid-Atlan-
tic region. Hikers going out for
an overnight trip or longer
should be prepared to carry
more than one day’s worth of
water.

Volunteer Trail maintain-
ers in some areas may infor-
mally attempt to provide wa-
ter at certain Trailheads and
road crossings, and post infor-
mation at Trailhead bill-
boards, where possible.

Fire aftermath (left)
along Pochuck
boardwalk (photo:
Larry Wheelock).
Fire damage (below)
in Damascus (USFS
photo). Drought
areas (right); map
adapted from NOAA.

Drought in

mid-April

Abnormal

Moderate

Severe

Extreme

Trail area
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News from clubs and government agencies

A new shelter in Georgia
will test out some new
theories about campsite

construction and location
meant to prevent damage to
the natural area immediately
surrounding Trail shelters.

The new Gooch Mountain
Shelter, dedicated last October
13 by the Georgia Appalachian
Trail Club (GATC), was built
after two years of planning and
a year of work in the field that
saw volunteers contribute
about 5,000 hours of work and
build more than a mile of
new trail. The shelter project
was a cooperative effort of
the Conference, GATC, the
U.S. Forest Service, and pri-
vate citizens.

The new shelter is located
near one of the most venerable
shelters on the Trail, the old
Gooch Gap Shelter, which it
replaces. But, instead of being
built on the same level hilltop
site that the old shelter occu-
pied, the new shelter was
planned on steeper ground,
several thousand yards farther
south on Gooch Mountain.

The site was chosen ac-
cording to the recommenda-
tions of Virginia Tech recre-
ation ecologist Jeffrey Marion,
who has worked with ATC to
develop new lower-impact
ways of building shelters. In-
stead of being located in a flat
area, as A.T. shelters tradition-
ally are, the site is sloped to
discourage random tent camp-
ing around it. For tenters, six
level “tent pads” were dug
into the nearby hillside to
provide desirable sites. Except

for the designated spots and
the shelter, the area is too
steep for comfortable tenting,
thus minimizing trampling
and damage to nearby vegeta-
tion.

Another experimental fea-
ture at the site is a “molder-
ing privy”—a new design that
employs  bark  shavings ,
worms, microbes, and other
organisms to compost human
waste. With traditional pit
privies, waste is treated with
lime and buried. If the new
privy works properly, main-
tainers will be able to recycle
the compost and won’t have to
dig new “privy holes.”

Food-hoist cables also were
installed at the site to make it
easier for hikers to hang their
food and keep it away from
bears and other animals,
which have been a nuisance in
along the Trail in parts of
Georgia. GATC is in the pro-

cess of placing the cable sys-
tem at all its shelters.

Another problem that typi-
cally plagues shelters is
muddy, eroded trails to and
from the A.T. and to and from
nearby water sources and
sanitary facilities. At Gooch
Mountain, the existing A.T.
followed old roadbeds and the
fall line of the ridge, resulting
in a route that required con-
tinual maintenance to prevent
erosion. For the new shelter,
the A.T. itself was rerouted
near the shelter using  “side-
hill” construction technique,
a design that puts the path on
the side of the hill so that wa-
ter can drain off it more eas-
ily. The new portion is de-
signed with frequent dips that
facilitate water runoff and
minimize erosion. A Trail
crossing at Blackwell Creek
was accomplished with rocks
rather than a bridge.

The project began early in
1999 when members of the
von Seggern family of Daw-
sonville, Georgia, contacted
ATC to explore the possibil-
ity of donating funding for a
shelter in memory of Kurt von
Seggern, an avid hiker who
had died a few days earlier.

Work began on the new
trail in the rain during Decem-
ber 2000 and continued during
the snow in January 2001.
More than fifty club volun-
teers participated in the early
stages. The treadway was ex-
tended farther in March by
two groups of college stu-
dents—ten from the Univer-
sity of New Hampshire and
twelve from the University of
Missouri—who spent their
spring vacations helping with
this project. Together, they
completed an additional 1,700

New Georgia shelter employs experimental techniques

Continued on page 27

2002 long-distance hikers at newly-constructed Gooch Mountain Shelter. Photo: Joel Rash
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News from along the Appalachian Trail

F ederal authorities in
Charlottesville, Virginia,
announced April 10 that

they have charged a Maryland
man with capital murder in
the highly publicized killings
of two women in Shenandoah
National Park near the Appa-
lachian Trail in 1996. The case
had been widely (and errone-
ously) reported as murders on
the A.T.

The suspect, 34-year-old
Darrell David Rice of Colum-
bia, Maryland, was already
serving prison time for trying
to abduct a woman in the park
in 1997, a year after the mur-
ders of Julianne M. Williams
and Laura S. “Lollie” Winans,
the Associated Press reported.
Charges against him were
announced by U.S. Attorney
General John Ashcroft, after a
four-count federal grand jury
indictment was unsealed on
April 9.

(A “sealed indictment”
means that a grand jury has
been secretly investigating
charges against a suspect on
its own, rather than as a result
of formal charges filed by
police. It is often used to keep
suspects from realizing that
they are under investigation.
In “unsealing” the indictment
April 9, the grand jury made a
formal charge.)

The indictment accuses
Rice of killing Williams, 24,
and Winans, 26, by cutting
their throats and charges that
he selected them because of
their “actual or perceived gen-
der or sexual orientation.” The
U.S. attorney for the western

district of Virginia announced
that Rice would be the first
person to be prosecuted under
enhanced sentencing guide-
lines for “hate crimes” that
permit the government to
seek the death penalty in such
cases.

According to news reports,
the murder victims were a
lesbian couple who had just
moved to a new home in
Burlington, Vt. In May 1996,
they had been hiking on popu-
lar side trails in the central
section of the Virginia park,
and camping just east of both
Skyline Drive and the Skyland
resort complex. They had not
been on the Appalachian Trail
(west of the roadway) except
to walk from their vehicle just
after they arrived to the next
side-trail junction, investiga-
tors surmised. They were last
seen alive on May 24 of that
year.

Their bodies were not
found for almost a week,
and the precise date of their
deaths has not been deter-
mined. In the indictment, Rice
is charged with killing them
between May 24, when they
were last seen, and June 1,
when the bodies were discov-
ered.  Although no indications
were given by investigators
of a Trail connection at the
time, Appalachian Trail Con-
ference staff members and
ridgerunners were heavily in-
volved in interviewing hikers
north and south of the site and
helping to assemble leads. The
FBI also seized numerous shel-
ter registers—notebooks left

by hikers in over-
night shelters as a
means of communi-
cation.

Robert Gray, chief
ranger for the Appala-
chian National Sce-
nic Trail, said that,
after A.T. officials
helped with the ini-
tial investigation
along the Trail, park
investigators let him
know that there did not appear
to be a connection to the A.T.
“The incident was initially re-
ported as an A.T. event, which
it was not,” Gray said. The
Park Service’s A.T. office has
not be “in the loop” of the in-
vestigation since that early de-
termination, he said.

 Rice was in federal prison
in Petersburg, Va., serving an
eleven-year sentence after
pleading guilty in 1998 to the
attempted abduction in the
park, according to U.S. Attor-
ney John Brownlee. In that

“Hate crime” indictment in Shenandoah murder case

case, he tried to force a woman
cycling in the park into his ve-
hicle. She was able to fight
him off, using her bicycle as a
shield, and he was arrested by
park rangers just before driv-
ing out of the park. News re-
ports said that hand and foot
restraints were found in Rice’s
vehicle.

Authorities made the con-
nection to the murder of Wil-
liams and Winans while Rice
was in prison, when he report-
edly said things relevant to the
case.

Deaths
Edwin R. Page
Edwin R. Page, former president of the Natural Bridge
A.T. Club and a former member of the Appalachian Trail
Conference Board of Managers, died March 4, 2002, at
Lynchburg General Hospital in Virginia. He was 85.

Mr. Page was president of the Natural Bridge club
from 1981 to 1983. In addition to his work with the
club and the Conference, Mr. Page, an engineer with
General Electric, was an longtime advocate for hiking
and biking trails in the Lynchburg area and an active
conservationist.

He is survived by his wife of 54 years, Cathleen Page,
and a daughter, Patricia Page Franklin of Lynchburg.

1996 poster announcing a reward for
information about the deaths.
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The Appalachian Trail Conference has
received 654 reports of complete
hikes of the Trail—either by thru-

hikes or in sections over a number of
years—since a similar list was published
in last May’s ATN. The reports from per-
sons listed below are grouped by the year
in which the hike was completed. Hikes
reported after 1973 were accepted for in-
clusion in the registry but not verified by
ATC. Those names marked with an as-
terisk (*) reported completing both sec-
tion- and thru-hikes during the year.

2,000-milers for 2002
Alpharetta, Ga.; Eric R.
Manbeck (Sundown), Boals-
burg, Pa.; David A. Martin
(Lob), Baltimore, Md.; L.A.
“Jack” Tarlin (Baltimore Jack),
Hanover, N.H.; Cinda Y.
Williamson (Timmy), Banner
Elk, N.C.

2000 Richard Alexander (Am-
trak), Boise, Idaho; Nathan J.
Baker (Shakedown), Newaygo,
Mich.; Dwain O. Barnes
(Philly Boyz), Hamilton, N.J.;
James R. Bennett (Han Solo),
East Lansing, Mich.; Chris E.
Cattau (Pilot), Germantown,
Tenn.; Peter M. Cibor (Snap-
shot), Timonium, Md.; James
W. Clinchard (Jimbo), Orlando,
Fla.; Alex J. Coughlin
(Cracker!), Harrisonburg, Va.;
Elinor de Sosa (Elderberry), Los
Angeles, Calif.; Steven J.
Deckert (Boy Scout), Newton,
N.J.; Brian J. Distelberg (Sha-
man), Grand Rapids, Mich.; Charles H. Easom
(The Colonel), Walnut Grove, Miss.; Mark A.
Fantin (Funky), Belleville, Mich.; Garth E.
Fisher (Rockdance-2000), Janesville, Wis.; Sa-
rah R. Garlick (Looking Glass), Chapel Hill,
N.C.; Danielle L. Genter (Lethal Weapon), Bar
Harbor, Maine; David J. George (Cheesehead),
Milwaukee, Wis.; Adam L. Graham (Sir Casey),
St. John, New Brunswick, Canada; James M.
Guerdan (Orren), Plattsburgh, N.Y.; Travis J.
Hall (Sheperd), Knoxville, Tenn.; Matthew S.
Hamel (Pine Tree), Amissville, Va.; Ellen S.
Heatwole (Pushma), Annandale, Va.; Mark E.
Heatwole (Pullya), Annandale, Va.; Jeremy E.
Hickey (Hollywood), Hollywood, Calif.; Daniel
T. Huser (Sundance & Lemonjello), German-
town, Tenn.; Matthew G. Jager (Matt), Rising
Fawn, Ga.; Thomas C. Kneavel (Funkee
Munkee), Hockessin, Del.; Scott Kothe (Bat-
teries Included), Huntley, Ill.; Gregory S.
Lansingh (Granite), Orchard Lake, Mich.; Mark
E. McKnight (Minstrel), Needham, Mass.; Rick
A. Melzer (Superfly), Hershey, Pa.; David J.
Molineaux (Soul Trek), Santiago, Chile; James
L. Nelson (Big Guy), Madison, Va.; Franklin
D. Oliver (Gaited 2 legged mule), Kennesaw,
Ga.; Judy A. Oneal (Coldfoot), Sandy Point,
Maine; Leah E. Petty (Boose), Greenville, S.C.;
Joe C. Pusey (The Dude), Charlotte, N.C.;
Glenn W. Reynolds (Gizmo), Mobile, Ala.; Alex
M. Rose (Wasabi), Nashville, Tenn.; John A.

Russo (Lone Ranger), Crumpler, N.C.; Tanya
S. Sandberg-Diment (Tinkerbell), Hampton,
Conn.; Paul M. Schmitz (Genesis), Asheville,
N.C.; Bradley Skinner (Bedbug), Petts Wood,
Kent, England; Scott Southworth (Dog), New
Boston, N.H.; Kurt B. Swanson (Eventually),
Richmond, Va.; L.A. “Jack” Tarlin (Baltimore
Jack), Hanover, N.H.; Joshua J. Thompson
(Honey Bear), Winston-Salem, N.C.; Dale A.
Tuckerman (Chipper), Haddam, Conn.; Bill
Wagner (Zoom), Chapel Hill, N.C.; Katrina S.
Wardrip (Chickadee), Racine, Wis.; Peter S.
Wardrip (Peaches), Racine, Wis.; Brian J. Wood
(Man in the Moon), Barrington, R.I.; Scott G.W.
Wood (Apollo), Barrington, R.I.

2001  Penelope L. Adams (Kamba), Middleton,
Wis.; Jason L. Alexander (Yoda), Conway, Ark.;
Bettysue Allen (Blister Sister), Cheyenne,
Wyo.; Dan H. Allen (Old Swampy), New Lon-
don, N.H.; Joseph Anastasia (Vermont Joe),
Lyndon, Vt.; Judith Anastasia (White Rock),
Lyndon, Vt.; Charles H. Anderson (Onward!),
Warren, Ohio; Roman K. Anderson (Famino!),
Eugene, Ore.; Antonio C. Antiochia (Zorro),
Ann Arbor, Mich.; Stephanie Apostolides (‘Lil
Engine), Manchester, N.H.; Benjamin Y.
Arcand (Grit), Chassell, Mich.; Paul J.
Armstrong (Will Scarlet), Nottingham, Notts,
England; William L. Arnett, Jr. (Woodsy),
Johnson City, Tenn.; Emily B. Augustine

1975  Robert L. Elsener (Hammurabi), Cin-
cinnati, Ohio; Kim W. Welch (Knaps), Cincin-
nati, Ohio.

1977  Richard A. Boyer (Kid Climb), Muncy,
Pa.

1989  Paul G. Moore, Scotch Plains, N.J.; Scott
W. Talley, Portland, Ore.

1990  Bubba Sandford (Bubba), Mesa, Ark.

1992 Arthur L. Altman (Retread), South
Charleston, W.Va.

1994  Gordon S. Bergmann (Highlander), Win-
ter Park, Colo.; Christopher Rumbelow (Opti-
mistic Chris), Madison, Wis.

1996  Earley G. Wilder (Wilder), Zebulon, N.C.

1997 Beverly L. Dilworth (Winter Printer),
Rainbow City, Ala.; Kevin J. Edgar, Kingsport,
Tenn.; Richard C. Fisher (The Griz), Fremont,
Calif.; Robert L. Frost (Frosty), Forest Hill, Md.;
James C.E. Gilbert (Moose-Man), Wilmette,
Ill.; Linda Ramus (One Step), Fremont, Calif.

1998  Tim A. Bowman (Goober), Zanesville,
Ohio; Marsha Canada (Raincheck), Bedford,
Ind.; Nathan Canada (Wildhair), Bedford, Ind.;
Michael C. Carey (Coop), Bridgewater, Mass.;
Jacob Jurado (Mickey Knox), Daytona Beach,
Fla.

1999  Rob L. Brown (Cooter), Lookout Moun-
tain, Ga.; Henry S. Cowell III (Hawkeye),
Burke, Va.; Isaac K. Harris (Black Bear), Avon,
Colo.; James J. Hedderman, Williamson, Ga.;
Scott T. Kissman (Slackjaw McGraw),

Left to right: Darryl Bunch (“Dream Catcher”) and Trail
companions “Tuna,” “Chef,” and “Kermy.”
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mas E. Carden (Papa Smurf), Marietta, Ga.;
John J. Carey (Keystone), Stow, Mass.; William
J. Carey (Harold/Harry), Hixson, Tenn.; John
C. Carroll (Daddy Long Legs), Vail, Colo.;
Brigitte Cate (Leading), Knoxville, Tenn.; H.
David Cate (Trailing), Knoxville, Tenn.; Eddie
Cates (HipBone), Gastonia, N.C.; Jane F.
Chaple (Camels), Lake Worth, Fla.; Michael S.
Chaple (Camels), Lake Worth, Fla.; Tim L.
Chess (LT), Buckley, Wash.; Cloe Chunn (Jew-
elweed/Red Zinger), Washington, Maine; Boyd
A. Clampitt (Gray Eagle), Thompsonville,
Mich.; Andrew M. Clark (Silver), Corinth,
N.Y.; Sandee M. Clark (Monya), Fort Plain,
N.Y.; John L. Cline (Born Again), Greenbrier,
Tenn.; James Grady Coble III (Jabez), Arab, Ala.;
Herbert J. Coles (Cookie Monster), Long Beach,
N.Y.; Brian E. Combs (3/4 Time), Charlotte,
N.C.; Diane J. Correia (Max), Mableton, Ga.;
William G. Craig (Flint), Mount Morris, Mich.;
Julie A. Crawford (Samwise), Alexandria, Va.;
Jeremy R. Crise (Beaker), Starr, S.C.; Martyn
Crowder (Pendragon), Cornwall, England; Dou-
glas A. Cullen (Big Bird), Kent, Ohio; Jimmie
L. Culver (Easy Day), Sanford, Fla.; Bruce
Dailey (Metro), Boca Raton, Fla.; James P.
Dalton (Joker), Media, Pa.; Mike Daly (Bad Feet
Bound North), Brunswick, Maine; Palmer
Dasher (Relic), Hinesville, Ga.; Matthew R.
Davis (Tucker Allman), Ladysmith, Wis.; Stacy
Scheel Davis (Steady On), Ladysmith, Wis.;
Ryan T. Dawkins (Shep the Shepherd), Albany,
Ga.; F. Michael Despeaux, Easley, S.C.; Jeffrey
D. Detwiler (Tabasco Donkey), Bedford, Pa.;
William B. Dingess (Teaman), Carrollton,
Ohio; Dayla J. Dintelmann (Doodlebug), St.
Louis, Mo.; Jeff A. Dishman (Rabbit), Char-

lotte, N.C.; Richard C. Doersch (Greenbush),
Cleveland, Wis.; Simon Doherty (Bam Bam),
Brentwood, N.Y.; Jamie Dolan (Lucky), Lin-
coln, Vt.; James E. Doll (J.E.D.), Birch Run,
Mich.; Dave V. Dollberg (Breeze), Roanoke, Va.;
Michele P. Dollberg (Mudwamp), Roanoke, Va.;
Susan M. Dolph (DougandSusan), Duluth,
Minn.; Chris Dornan (Wild Honey), Madison,
Wis.; Eugene E. Downs (Eugene the Jeep), Lex-
ington, S.C.; John F. Doyon (Afterburn),
Ipswich, Mass.; Leigh K. Drachman (Yellow),
Bozeman, Mont.; Charles D. Duane (Linguini),
Marion, Mass.; Robert G. Dunthorne (Ox),
Congleton, United Kingdom; Julia A. Duran
(Jules), San Ramon, Calif.; Alexandra Dzubak
(Alex), Poughkeepsie, N.Y.; Joel P. Eargle (Joel
from Japan), Naha, Japan; Jessica M. Edberg
(Sugar), Brooklyn Center, Minn.; Lionel J.
Edmonson III (Waco), Beeville, Texas; Bryce
Dean Elledge (Deano), Arlington, Va.; Teresa
A. Ellis (TNT), Bloomfield, Ind.; Tom D. Ellis
(TnT), Bloomfield, Ind.; Joshua H. Erdsneker
(Worm), Nyack, N.Y.; Koda Erdsneker (Koda),
Nyack, N.Y.; Chad Erpelding (Erp), Algona,
Iowa; Michael T. Eshenour (Lucky Strike),
Solomons, Md.; Donald F. Etson (Longtimer),
Hamilton, Ohio; Susan W. Faidley (Butterfly),
Signal Mountain, Tenn.; June Fait (Tofu), Long
Beach, N.Y.; Michael W. Fanelli (Scallion),
Centerville, Ohio; Elton L. Fauber (Elf),
Williamsburg, Va.; Sean A. Faulkner (Gump),
Gray, Ga.; Cheryl A. Fellman, Juneau, Alaska;
Jason B. Fellman, Juneau, Alaska; Jonathan M.
Felts (Day Dreamer), Olin, N.C.; Geoffrey A.
Fender (Fender), Neeses, S.C.; Dan E. Fenn, Jr.
(Disco Dan), Coxsackie, N.Y.; Garret J.
Ferguson (Chuckwagon), Verona, N.J.; James

E. Fink (Backhoe Jim), York, Pa.; Alan C. Finley
(Doc), Charleston, S.C.; B. Jeanne Fisher (Little
Steps), Huntsville, Ala.; Mark W. Flagler (Caro-
lina Cruiser), Wilmington, N.C.;
Laurian R. Flanagan (Motorcycle Mama), Read-
ing, Mass.; Timothy A. Fletcher (Tiny Tim),
Athens, Ga.; Deron M. Fort (Flea), West
Chester, Pa.; Bob A. Fowler (Grampie),
Meriden, Conn.; Craig B. Fowler (Scatman),
South Easton, Mass.; Laura F. Fox (Everest),
Weston, Mass.; Larry Framme (Longway),
Richmond, Va.; Alex Freeman (Raindog Esq.),
Berkeley, Calif; Phyllis J. Freeman (Hurries
On), West Simsbury, Conn.; Jonathan S. French
(Mukwa), Ann Arbor, Mich.; Mervin E. Frey
(Rider), Greencastle, Pa.; Rachel H. Frey (Pio-
neer), Greencastle, Pa.; Philip F. Fritz (Almond
Joy), Delanco, N.J.; Joe M. Fubel (The Stray
Cat), Braintree, Mass.; Tom G. Fuller (Flag-
man), West Point, N.Y.; Randy Fulweber
(Freebird), Davie, Fla.; Trevor D. Funk (The
Beast), San Diego, Calif.; Alfred L. Gadway
(Tahogie), Ashby, Mass.; Patrick T. Gallagher
(Patrick), Waterford, Pa.; Alex L. Garland (Hard
Time), Amherst, Va.; John W. Garnet (Johnny
Aussie), Melbourne, Victoria, Australia; David
Garrett (Toast), Gainesville, Ga.; Abraham R.
Gates (Bodily Function), Charlestown, N.H.;
Mac Gay (Hamstring), Covington, Ga.; Tho-
mas M. Gay (Weatherman), Asheville, N.C.;
Joe W. Gentry (Mountain Man), Brevard, N.C.;
Will D. Gersch (Numbfoot), Hickory, N.C.;
Spencer E. Gibbs (The Brain), Wilson, N.C.;
Estel Gibson (Soleman), Indianapolis, Ind.;
Wesley A. Giles (Timberghost), Bloomington,
Ind.; Bert Gils (Running Bird), Moz, Belgium;
Laura L. Gingerich (Mother Goose), Southern
Pines, N.C.; William B. Gingerich (Rocket),
South Pines, N.C.; Paul S. Girard (The Amaz-
ing Dolphin Boy), Lancaster, Pa.; Jim Goetz
(Transient), Gloucester, Ontario, Canada;
Jonathan Goodall (Yahtzee), Harrisburg, Pa.;
Scott M. Gordon (Raven), Sarasota, Fla.; Kelly
R. Gould (Cookie Monster), Mechanicsburg,
Pa.; James W. Grantham (Downhill), Bridge-
water, Vt.; Ben Grasso (Brooklyn), Breezy
Point, N.Y.; Dr. Randolph Greber (Fretless),
Mechanicsburg, Pa.; Jane E. Greber (Trail-
buster), Mechanicsburg, Pa.; James S. Greene
(Clipper Skipper), Lakemont, Ga.; Evan S.
Greenlee (G. Funk), Albuquerque, N.M.; Renee
Greiwe (Turtle), Sterling Heights, Mich.; Jer-
emy M. Gries (Early Riser), Indianapolis, Ind.;
Michael Griffin (Mick), Stockton-on-Tees, En-
gland; Karen L. Grosskreutz (Noggin),
Whitewater, Wis.; Chris A. Groves (Grover),
Naples, Fla.; Amber Grunau (Voyager),
Monona, Wis.; Erick L. Hagmann (Slow but
Sure), Cape Elizabeth, Maine; Carl T. Hall
(Sodapop), Myrtle Beach, S.C.; Geoffrey A. Hall
(Frankenstein), Southern Pines, N.C.; William
J. Halm (Shake), W. Franklin, N.H.; Edward R.
Hamilton (Deadwood), Cohasset, Mass.; Ian D.

“Mother Goose and the Rockets”—Laura Gingerich and sons on their way to Maine.
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Hamilton (Pimp Daddy), Glasgow, Scotland;
Bill Haney (NC Polecats), Greensboro, N.C.;
Gregory L. Haney (Hump Jump), Redford,
Mich.; Robert W.L. Hansen (Bobbalouie), For-
est, Va.; Reid J. Hardin (Badmoon), Raleigh,
N.C.; Kristin D. Harris (Smiles), Kittery,
Maine; Matthew R. Harris (Fiddlehead),
Kittery, Maine; Richard Harrison (Yogi),
Framingham, Mass.; Pete Hart (Old Buffalo),
Glen Jean, W.Va.; Nathanael R. Harter (Green
Light), Chambersburg, Pa.; Scott M. Hasz (Bad
Frog), Middletown, Conn.; Robin S. Havens
(Rocky), Austin, Texas; Christian W. Haydel
(Raver), Champaign, Ill.; Eileen Hayes (Tan-
gent), Wethersfield, Conn.; Tom Haynes (The
Moseying Mochileros), Shoreline, Wash.; Jo-
seph E. Healey (White Tail), Laflin, Pa.;
Lorraine A. Healey (Tour Guide), Laflin, Pa.;
Christopher H. Heap (Frodo), Gloucester,
Ontario, Canada; David P. Hebert (Louisiana
Bear), St. Amant, La.; Ben Hendin, Upper
Nyack, N.Y.; Amy E. Hendrix (Sojourner),
Dunwoody, Ga.; Bruce R. Henecker (Maurice
Tenderfoot), Englewood, N.J.; Rita M. Hensley-
Quinn (Slow), Shawnee, Kan.; George T.
Hepbron (Jersey George), Wilmington, N.C.;
Jason R. Herron (Sure Foot), Big Stone Gap, Va.;
Stephen J. Hertzfeld (Sundial), Bethesda, Md.;
Mike Higgins (Pop Pop), Charlotte, N.C.; Jim
R. Hohenstein (Sneaks), Stevens, Pa.; Kathy L.
Hohenstein (Buzz), Stevens, Pa.; Melissa K.
Holcomb (Pumped Up), Columbia, Tenn.; Wil-
liam M. Hollan (Twinkle), Winston-Salem,
N.C.; Anna E. Holloway (Phoenix), Moores-
ville, Ind.; Timothy D. Holmes (Tekman),
Yorktown, Va.; Kennard R. Honick (Tinman),
Sarasota, Fla.; Isidore D. Horowitz (Lumber-
jack), Poughkeepsie, N.Y.; Greg A. Hounsell
(Mudman), Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, Canada;
Gloria J. Howard (Lolli), Veazie, Maine; Sarah
J. Howard (Quijote), Louisville, Ky.; Frederick
W. Hoybach (AT), Middleburg, Va.; Patricia H.
Humphrey (Go Go Granny), Albany, Ohio;
Mark Owen Hunt (Tucker), Nashville, Tenn.;
Keith A. Hunt (Chestnut), West Greenwich,
R.I.; Guy E. Ilagan (Uncle Shoe), Summerville,
S.C.; David A. Iler (Kain), East Stroudsburg, Pa.;
Tommy Ingram, Brentwood, Tenn.; Richard M.
Irvin (Squirrel), Tyrone, Ga.; Jacob Isleib (Twig),
Raleigh, N.C.; Patty A. Jackson (Rice Paddy),
Hudson, Ohio; Amanda Sachsman James
(Wood Nymph), Bar Harbor, Maine; Amanda
L. Jannis (Cheatin’ Vegan), Charleston, S.C.;
Thomas W. Jensen (Chef), Baltimore, Md.;
Alexis M. Jette (Pippi), Somerville, Mass.;
Howard L. Johnson (Ho-Jo), Alexandria, Va.;
Bradbury D. Johnson (Trapper), Wiscasset,
Maine; Cameron D. Johnson (Jeremiah
Johnson), Columbus, Ga.; Michael J. Johnson
(Hawkeye), Brunswick, Maine; Tim A. Johnson
(The Sherpa), Cornelius, N.C.; Wayne Johnson
(Wunky), Charlotte, N.C.; Wes B. Johnson
(Wiseblood), Asheboro, N.C.; Robin Johnston

kinds. Like Helen Keller, ALDHA folks believe, “Life is either a daring adven-
ture or nothing.”

Traditionally, the first night of the Gathering is reserved for testimonials—half
a dozen souls come onto the stage and share what ALDHA and the Trail

means to them. Some go on forever (clearly no one listens at home), and the
audience shows good-natured patience as the testimonials ramble on. But, some
folks’ words make them cry, too, touching their souls.

The 2001 Gathering comes during a tense time for the world, only three weeks
after the September 11 attacks. In memory of the tragedies, for the first time at
a Gathering, the hikers sing “The Star-Spangled Banner.” Every person present
sings loudly, from deep in the belly. It feels very right and good.

Later that evening, Doyle reads some poetry by the late Don West, who founded
the Appalachian Folklife Center in West Virginia and invited ALDHA to make it
the Gathering’s home during the association’s early years. The poetry reading
has been an annual part of the Gathering’s Friday nights, but Doyle’s choice of
poems this year is controversial. So soon after the September attacks, some of
West’s antiwar poetry evokes boos from the crowd, as well as some discreet nods
and polite applause from those who support its sentiments. Those of us who
know him, and know ALDHA, felt that this is just Warren Doyle being Warren
Doyle—he used to bring in folks from “the other side” of the argument so ALDHA
members could get “the whole picture,” trying to get us to think, broaden our
minds. Today’s Gathering has changed somewhat. Controversial topics are still
explored at the weekend’s seminars and discussions, but not with the same fer-
vor as in the early years.

But, the momentary tension is soon left behind for many, and it is back to the
camping area for a bonfire. Instruments are pulled out, and hikers are laughing,
joking, trading Trail stories, and reminiscing into the wee hours. Sleep may be
the only thing lacking all weekend—fun certainly isn’t.

There are Ultimate Frisbee games, cliff-jumping into the Connecticut River
early Sunday morning (“The air was pleasantly warm compared to the wa-

ter,” someone commented), and skits in which the more daring ALDHA mem-
bers get up on stage and poke fun at themselves and others, complete with thrown-
together props and lines learned just minutes before. They make the audience
cry with laughter. They believe, in the words of Oliver Wendell Holmes, “We do
not quit playing because we grow old; we grow old because we quit playing.”

Designated shower hours are provided—a necessity because, at the early Gath-
erings (when showers weren’t provided), some used to take sponge baths and
wash their hair in the lavatory sinks, much to the horror of the well-to-do
Dartmouth students. An announcement had to be made at the general meeting:
“No taking baths in sinks!” We all laughed, knowing the nature of the beast—a
long-distance hiker will make do with whatever is available. There’s always a
handful that don’t bother bathing at all, and they ripen by the Saturday-night
contra dance. You’d swear, if you closed your eyes, the guy swinging you was a
thru-hiker a month out on the Trail. We all overlook it. It’s part of the Gathering
experience. And, toward the end of the night, when Doyle calls the “Suicide
Reel,” couples fly this way and that, trying to collide yet avoid each other, and
everyone is a sweaty hog with wet hair.

The buzz in 2001 is about Brian Robinson, who gives a talk on the final day of
the Gathering, as he stops in at Hanover on the way toward completion of his

“Triple Crown” hike of the Appalachian Trail, the Pacific Crest Trail, and the
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Treeline

(Groovy), Raleigh, N.C.; Kenneth R. Jones
(Sarge), West Jefferson, N.C.; Kenneth F. Jones,
Jr. (Wink), Fayetteville, N.C.; Patrick J. Jors
(Polar Bear), Jackson, Mich.; Ann S. Kandis
(Team GAK), Waterford, Vt.; Gregory P. Kandis
(Team GAK), Waterford, Vt.; Stephan R.
Kaseman (Gooch Chromefoot), Peachtree City,
Ga.; David Kast (Burn Easy), Thornton, Colo.;
Brian C. Keightley (Shameless Seamuis),
Burke, Va.; Jason M. Keller (Raw-Wits), North
Canton, Ohio; John A. Keller (Eagle),
Waynesboro, Va.; Andy Kelso (Ramblinman),
Fayetteville, Ark.; Christopher B. Kelvin (The
Mighty Finn), Stormville, N.Y.; James V.
Kennedy (Ropeyarn), Orange Park, Fla.; Will-
iam H. Kennedy, Jr. (Pandora), McLean, Va.;
Brenda J. Kerr (Happy), Elyria, Ohio; Michael
H. Killian (The Preacher), Gainesville, Fla.;
Barry C. Kimbro, Brentwood, Tenn.; Lori L.
King (Spiderwoman), Olympia, Wash.; Terry
L. King (O.D.B.), Olympia, Wash.; Matthew D.
Kirk (Sweeper), High Point, N.C.; Jerry Wayne
Kirkman (Seattle), Seattle, Wash.; Kate
Kirkman (Seven), Seattle, Wash.; Jon J. Klatt
(Kayak Guy), Grand Rapids, Mich.; David P.
Kleinpeter (Johnny Steel), Vassalboro, Maine;
Richard Kostro (Night Train), Westfield, N.J.;
Ross F. Kottmyer (Some Dork), Burke, Va.;
Jeffery D. Kozaka (Bird Nerd), Cromwell,
Conn.; Philippe H. Kozub (Leaps), Bethesda,
Md.; Aaron K. Kraft (Still Thinking), Ann Ar-
bor, Mich.; Brian J. Kraje (Speedy Gonzales),
Sagamore Hills, Ohio; William H. Kreutzer
(Motel Bill), Riverside, Conn.; Pamela K. Kunse
(Deputy Slim), Portland, Ore.; David M.
L’Italien (Dave), Pinehurst, N.C.; Aaron A.
Lambert (Turf Head), Appomattox, Va.;
Kathryn L. Lannon (Delilah), Bel Air, Md.; Joel
D. Lanz (The Mole), Somerville, Mass.; Edward
A. Laskarzewski (AWOL), Glastonbury, Conn.;
Mary Alice Lassiter (prana/flipper), Hot
Springs, N.C.; Chris J. Lazzari (Smokey),
Downers Grove, Ill.; Kenneth C. Le Roy (Gee-
zer), Hoover, Ala.; Thomas P. Leal (Marchhare),
Cheverly, Md.; David J. Lee (Hobo), Cumming,
Iowa; Bradley T. Leffingwell (Trail Bum), Co-
lumbus, Ohio; Tony Leits (Mayor), Sturbridge,
Mass.; Susan G. Letcher (Jackrabbit), Mt.
Desert, Maine; Francis Letendre (Brown Bird),
St. Lambert de Levis, Quebec, Canada; Emily
R. LeVan (Okie), Wiscasset, Maine; Gary L.
Lindberg (Lindy), Fridley, Minn.; Mark Lindley
(Y5), Clearwater, Fla.; Robert T. Liseno
(Barkeater), Saranac Lake, N.Y.; John M.
Livingstone (My Trail Name is John), Alexan-
dria, Va.; Esther J. Locascio (Sisu), Belvidere,
Ill.; Douglas K. Lockhart (Doug), Augusta, Ga.;
Aaron A. Love (Frog Boy), Princeton, N.J.; Den-
nis Luna (Flash), Howard, Ohio; Phil F. Lund
(Zigzagger), Jupiter, Fla.; David A. Macdonald
(Longshanks), Marshfield, Mass.; Kerri L.
Macdonald (Blur), Marshfield, Mass.; David C.
MacMichael (Ol’ Dave), Linden, Va.; Ryan E.

Madole (Mud), Cullman, Ala.; Mike J. Maher
(Jazz Therapist), Falls Church, Va.; John A.
Mandeville (Colonel), Yorktown, Va.; Austin
H. Manoryk (The Screaming Vegan), Boalsburg,
Pa.; Christopher J. Manza (Huff N Puff),
Alexander, Maine; Matthew A. Marcinek
(Lightkeeper), Shamokin, Pa.; Bryon E.
Marginean (Basil), Inkster, Mich.; Michael J.
Maroney (Chief without Molly), Stanardsville,
Va.; Ben Martich (AK), Anchorage, Alaska;
John P. Martin-Beaulieu (Hannibal), North

Boone, N.C.; Daniel A. Miranda (Priceless),
Miami, Fla.; Matthew D. Mitchell (Captain
Knatty), Topsham, Maine; Ronald Modde (Fos-
sil), Ghent, Belgium; Alex T. Moffett (New-
ton), Stanford, Calif.; Dustin Morgan (Gerber),
Carnesville, Ga.; Craig P. Morris (Riff-Raff),
Griffin, Ga.; Dustin S. Morris (Moonshine),
Boomer, N.C.; Comer W. Morrison (Swamper),
Perry, Ga.; Jean S. Morrison (Calamity Jean),
Perry, Ga.; Jeff M. Morrison (Grumpy), Madi-
son, Ind.; Jonathan D. Morrow (Crowded Feet),
Gastonia, N.C.; Patrick T. Mueller (Duracell),
Lapeer, Mich.; Laura Murphy (Murph), Lyndon,
Vt.; Lane Nakaji (Tiki), Sylva, N.C.; Frederick
A. Neace (Take-A-Break), Cullowhee, N.C.;
Brian C. Neal (The King), Ann Arbor, Mich.;
Bruce L. Nelson (Colter), Fairbanks, Alaska;
Jeremy C. Nettleton (Thumb), North East Har-
bor, Maine; Paul T. Nirgenau (Luke Sky-
walker), Florissant, Mo.; Richard A. Nirgenau
(Darth Vader), Florissant, Mo.; Charles J. Nokes
(Mary Poppins), Lexington, Mass.; Terry W.
Norton (Cheers!), Brandon, Miss.; Bill Novoa
(Stops for Views), Farmington, Conn.; Charles
A. Nowell (A.T. Chaz), Fonthill, Ontario,
Canada; L. Pete Nye (Bumble Bee), Penfield,
N.Y.; Terri M. O’Brien (Terri), Hereford, Ariz.;
Robyn L. O’Kane (Limerick), Woodside, N.Y.;
Joseph M. O’Neil (Singing Sherpa), Needham,
Mass.; Glenn A. Odom (Scribbles), Houston,
Texas; Wm. Paul Oechsle (Little Ox), San
Rafael, Calif.; Nate D. Olive (THA Wookie),
Atlanta, Ga.; Nathaniel Olken (El Presedente),
Sharon, Mass.; Cynthia K. Olmsted (Norway),
Lauderdale, Minn.; Cindy Olsen (Tenderheart),
Huntington, Vt.; Jonathan W. Ormsby (Phan-
tom), Michigan City, Ind.; Francis Pat Palkon
(Buzzard), South Holland, Ill.; John Paul
Paradiz (Grasshopper), New York, N.Y.; John
H. Paris (TUNA), Park City, Utah; Brian V.
Patterson (Braveheart), Macon, Ga.; Craig A.
Patterson (Crispy), Wexford, Pa.; C. Charles
Paul (Restless), Harrisburg, Pa.; John M. Peace
(Peace), St. Petersburg, Fla.; Mary L. Peiffer (In-
dian Summer), Pequea, Pa.; Rachel Pelletier
(Happy Feet), Kennebunkport, Maine; Ann C.
Penhallow (She-Ra Princess of Power), Woden,
ACT, Australia; Adam C. Penney (Swamp Fox),
Lexington, S.C.; Derek R. Pennington (BVD),
Fairfax Station, Va.; Anne D. Peterson (Pokey),
Jackson, N.H.; Bob Phillips (Loose Goose),
Bowie, Md.; Jon A. Phipps (Wanchor), Oviedo,
Fla.; Mark T. Pitterle (Peatz), Blacksburg, Va.;
Megan L. Polk (Gypsy), Columbus, Ga.; Brett
Potash (Boy Howdy), Marietta, Ohio; Brenda
R. Price (Carolina Creeper), Lexington, S.C.;
Reginald L. Price (Carolina Creeper), Lexing-
ton, S.C.; Michael C. Pullar (Marco), Dunedin,
New Zealand; Charles E. Quinn (Steady),
Shawnee, Kan.; Stuart R. Ragland (Oak),
Asheboro, N.C.; Don W. Rain (Mountain
Lover), Poughkeepsie, N.Y.; Alissa A. Ray (Cza-
rina), Washingtonville, N.Y.; Sarah M. Rector

Smithfield, R.I.; Carmen D. Massey (Carmen
San Diego), Sorrento, B.C., Canada; Troy D.
Massey (Journey Man), Sorrento, B.C., Canada;
Michael W. McGinn (Underdog), High Point,
N.C.; Cameron McNall (Cameron/7 states),
Center Sandwich, N.H.; Charles S. Meek
(Class of ‘65), Austin, Texas; Melanie K. Meier
(Porkchop), Appleton, Wis.; Mark M. Micallef
(Trail Trucker), Ellijay, Ga.; Peter M. Michaud
(Shepherd), Walpole, Mass.; Charles W. Miller
(Tex), Houston, Texas; Cliff Minor (Pogo),

(Top): David Kast (“Burn Easy”) proposing
to Kelly Gould (“Cookie Monster”) on
Katahdin. (Bottom): Steve Lee (“Patch”)
and his parents celebrate finishing in
Harpers Ferry.


