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Beaver in beaver Pond, Beartown State. S
1 L
: Massachusetts. =
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= Beaver kits are born in early spring, as t

around their lodge thaws. Beaver ponds  provids
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‘habitat for waterfowl and other aquatic animals;
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«~ and their dams help reduce soil erosion and ca
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‘reduce flooding. As the weather continues to Wa
beavers’ diets consist of grasses, cattails, water 111

and other aquatic plants.
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Skunk Cabbage, Pine Grove Furnace State Park, Pennsylvania

BY VALERIE LONG

Skunk cabbage flowers in the early spring, when only the flowers

are visible above the mud. It is notable for its ability to melt its way

through frozen ground in a process called cellular respiration. - ':" ‘
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